
Classical Composers Review 

 
 
 

1 
Put these eras in chronological order:  Classical, Modern, Romantic, Baroque 

 
 

_____________________     _____________________     _____________________     _____________________ 
 

Now write one composer you remember below each era: 
 
 

_____________________     _____________________     _____________________     _____________________ 
 

Tell one thing you remember about each era. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2 
What musical form does this piece sound 

like? 
 

Piece #1  Piece #2  Piece #3 
 
Gigue  Rag   Waltz 
  
Rag   Fugue  Gigue 
  
Waltz  Minuet  Minuet 
 

 
 
 
 

3 
Look at the composers on your timeline.  Which 
composer would probably write a piece called: 

 
Fugue in D minor ___________________________ 

 
Wild Rose Waltz  ___________________________ 

 
Sonatina in C Major ___________________________ 

 
Palm Leaf Rag  ___________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
Do you remember the name of this piece and the composer who wrote it? 

 
Piece #1     Piece #2     Piece #3 
Moonlight Sonata   Maple Leaf Rag    The Blue Danube 
Beethoven     Joplin     Strauss 
 
In the Hall of the    Piano Sonata K. 545   In the Hall of the  
Mountain King    Mozart     Mountain King 
Grieg            Grieg 
  
Maple Leaf Rag    Prelude in C Major   Moonlight Sonata 
Joplin     Bach      Beethoven 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

5 
Match each composer to a fact about him. 

Scott Joplin     He was known as the “Waltz King.”   
     
Ludwig Van Beethoven   He was a child prodigy. 
 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart   He was known as the “King of Ragtime.” 
 
Johann Strauss II    He became deaf toward the end of his life. 
 
Johann Sebastian Bach   He wrote a book of music called “The Well-  
       Tempered Clavier.”   
 

 
 
 



Johann Sebastian Bach 
1685-1750 

Johann Sebastian Bach is one of the most 
notable composers of classical music.  As you 

learned before, he is considered one of the 
“Three B’s.”  Do you remember the two other 

composers that make up the “Three B’s?” 
 

Being an organist himself, he wrote very 
intellectual keyboard music.  Mozart, 

Beethoven, Chopin, and Mendelssohn 
(prominent keyboard composer of the 

Classical and Romantic era) greatly admired 
Bach’s music. 

 
 

 

Bach wrote a colletion of music for the 
keyboard called “The Well-Tempered 

Clavier.”  A clavier was a type of Baroque 
keyboard similar to the harpsichord.  “The 
Well-Tempered Clavier” was made up of a 

prelude and fugue in every major and minor 
key.  You are playing the Prelude in C Major, 
the very first piece in “The Well-Tempered 

Clavier.” 
 

As you learned before, some Baroque music 
has two melodies going on at once rather 

than one melody and one harmony.  Listen to 
the fugue in C Major.  Do you hear the two 

melodies? 
 

One of the most prominent characteristics of Baroque music is the ornamentation.  
Ornamentation is trills, grace notes, and turns that decorate the music, like ornaments are used 

to decorate a Christmas tree. 
 

Think about what happens when you pluck a stringed instrument.  The sound is short and not 
sustained.  Harpsichords plucked the stings instead of striking them with a hammer, so notes 

could not be sustained.  Therefore, keyboardists played trills and added grace notes to the music. 
 

Listen to Fugue in C Major.  Can you hear the ornamentation? 
 

 



Johann Strauss II 
1825-1899 

Johann Strauss II was a Austrian 
composer in the Romantic era.  

He composed many types of 
dance music such as waltzes and 
ballets.  He even became known 

as the “Waltz King.” 
 

 

 
One of Strauss’s most famous works is The Blue 
Danube Waltz.  The Danube River inspired this 
composition because of its beauty and grandeur.   

 
Listen to an orchestral recording of The Blue Danube.  
What characteristics of the romantic era do you hear 

in The Blue Danube? (Circle) 
 

dramatic  emotional  expressive 
 

imaginative adventuresome 
 

melodies and harmonies used to convey emotion 
 

lyrical, cantabile melodies 

The waltz was a very popular form of 
music in the Romantic era, maybe even 

because of Strauss. 
 

A waltz is a dance in 3/4 time.  Waltzes 
typically have once chord per measure.  

Chords are played in waltz style. 
 

Chopin and Brahms also composed 
many waltzes in the Romantic era. 

 



Introduction to the 
Baroque Suite 

A suite is a group of songs that 
were written to be performed 

together.  Each song is called a 
movement. 

 

In the Baroque era, each 
movement of the suite 

accompanied a different 
dance.  Each dance has 
unique characteristics.  

Some of the dances are: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prelude:  usually the 
first dance in a 

Baroque suite, may 
also be called an 

overture 
 

Minuet:  always 
in 3/4 time, 

moderate tempo 

Gavotte:  begins 
on beat 3 (in 4/4 

time) 

Bouree:  begins on the 
upbeat (beat 4 in 4/4 

time) 
 

 
Gigue:  a lively 

dance in 3/8 or 6/8 
time, usually the 
last dance in a 
Baroque suite 

Some other common 
movements are allemande, 

courante, sarabande, 
passepied, or musette. 



Jean-Baptiste Lully (1632-1687) 
and the Baroque Era 

 
Jean-Baptiste Lully was a 

French composer from the 
Baroque era whoc composed 

music for King Louis XIV.  The 
kind would often dance to 

Lully’s music. 

Like music from the Classical and 
Romantic era, music from the Baroque era 

has its own unique characteristics.  
Classical music usually has the melody in 
one voice and the harmony in another.  

Baroque music has two voices that sound 
like the melody.  The second voice usually 

enters a few measures after the first.  
Where do you see this happening in 

French Minuet? The piano was not invented until 
1698.  Baroque keyboard music was 

written for the harpsichord or organ.  
A harpsichord is much like a piano, 
but the strings inside are plucked 
rather than struck with a hammer.  

Therefore, there are no dynamics on 
a harpsichord.  The dynamics written 

in Baroque music were written by 
the editor rather than the composer. 



Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
1756-1791 

In the classical era, music was often named by its 
form and its key, like Dance in F Major. 

 
Which titles sound like they would be used to 

name a classical piece? 
 

Seaside Suite 
 

Mazurka in F Major 
 

Sonatina in C 
 

Medieval Fair 

Mozart’s music is very well-known.   
Listen to Piano Sonata K. 545, a piece that you 
might recognize.  Look at the music.  Where is 

the first theme?  What key is it in?  
______________________ 

Where is the second theme?  What key is it in?  
______________________ 

Are the phrases balanced?  __________________ 
 

In the classical era, the melody was the most 
important part of the music, and the rhythm was 
used simply to move the melody along.  Do you 

hear this in Piano Sonata K. 545? 

Look at Mozart’s Dance in F Major.  What 
characteristics of the classical era do you see 

in this piece? (Circle) 
 

Balanced phrases 
 

Motives and Sequences 
 

Rhythm used to move the melody along 
 

Melody in one voice, Harmony in another 
 

Mozart was a child prodigy. When he 
was only three-years-old, he would 

watch his older sister practice piano.  
Mozart like to sit at the clavier (a type of 
keyboard) and pick out thirds.  Mozart’s 
father decided to start teaching him to 
play some simle melodies, but Mozart 

was able to pick out complicated songs 
when he was only four-years old!  He 
would compose pieces and his father 

would write them down! 



Ludwig Van Beethoven 
1770-1827

Ludwig Van Beethoven is considered one of 
the greatest composers of all time and is 

known as one of the “Three B’s” along with 
J.S. Bach and Brahms. 

 
Beethoven knew he was a great composer.  

He once said, “There are a thousand princes.  
There is only one Beethoven.” 

Though Beethoven wrote many pieces for the piano, you are probably more familiar with his symphonies.  
Beethoven wrote nine symphonies.  You probably known the themes, or melodies from his fifth and ninth 

symphonies. 
 

5th    9th  
 

You could probably remember what the melodies above sounded like based on what the music looked like.  
Beethoven used this skill to compose his ninth symphony after he had become deaf. 

Look at your timeline.  What era does it look like 
Beethoven composed in? 

 
Beethoven is usually considered a classical composer, 

but he actually composed in the transitional time 
between the classical and romantic era.  Which 

characteristics of the romantic era do you hear in his 
music? 

dramatic  emotional  expressive 
 

imaginative adventuresome 
 

melodies and harmonies used to convey emotion 
 

lyrical, cantabile melodies 
 
 



Introduction to Sonata Form  
and the Classical Era 

Sonata form was very popular in the 
classical era.  Composers like Haydn, 
Mozart, and Beethoven wrote many 

piano sonatas. 
 

Sonatas are made of several 
movements.  The first and last 

movement are usually fast, while 
some of the other movement may be 

slower. 

Each movement of the sonata is made of of several 
themes, which is another word for melody.  The 
first theme is the tonic key.  The second theme is 

usually in a different key, usually the dominant key. 
 

Look at the “Informal Sonatina.”   
What key is the first melody in? 
____________________________ 
What about the second melody? 
_____________________________ 

What else is different about the two melodies? 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

 

In the classical era, phrases were 
balanced, which meant they were the 

same length or number of beats.  Look 
at the phrases in “Informal Sonatina.”  

Are the phrases usually balanced? 
_______________________________ 



Edvard Grieg (1843-1907) 
and the Romantic Era 

 
Edvard Grieg lived in Norway.  He is most 

famous for the music he wrote to go with the 
play “Peer Gynt.”  This is called incidental 
music because it is in the background of 

another art form, such as acting.  You can 
think of incidental music like the soundtrack 

for a movie. 

Like Streabbog and Burgmuller, Edvard Grieg composed during 
the romantic era.  In the romantic era, music was very dramatic, 

emotional, and expressive.  Music from the romantic era is 
imaginative and adventuresome.  Composers used melodies, 

harmonies and tone color to convey emotions.  Melodies were 
very lyrical and cantabile.  Music was often used to tell a story. 

 
Think about the two songs from the Peer Gynt Suite that you 

know.  Which of them has cantabile, lyrical melodies? 
________________________________ 

Which of them seems imaginative and adventuresome? 
_________________________________ 

 
Do you hear some of these characteristics in Arabesque Op. 100 
No. 2 (Burgmuller) and Distant Bells Op. 63 No. 6 (Streabbog)?  

What about the Little Prelude (Schytte)? 
 
 

“In the Hall of the Mountain King” is 
one of the most popular songs from 

the Peer Gynt Suite.  Do you 
remember another song that you 

played from this suite? 
________________________________ 

Along with being one of the 
prominent composers of the 

romantic era, Chopin composed 
almost exclusively for the piano.   

 
Listen to some of Chopin’s piano 
pieces and see if you can follow 

along on the music.  What elements 
of the romantic era do you hear in 

his music? 
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________ 



Scott Joplin (1868-1917) 
and Ragtime 

 
 
 

Joplin is unique because he 
lived in America rather than 

in Europe, like most 
classical composers that 

lived before him. 

Joplin composed a form of music known as rags and was even 
known as the “King of Ragtime.”   

 
Rags are always in 4/4 or 2/4 time.   

In rags, the L.H. plays a steady bass pattern while the R.H. plays a 
“ragged” melody with lots of syncopation.   

 
List some other rags that you know how to play: 

 
__________________________   __________________________ 

 

Look at maple leaf rag.  List some measures 
where the L.H. plays a steady bass while the 

R.H. plays a ragged melody.   
 

__________________    __________________ 
 

Rags usually have fun names like 
“Maple Leaf Rag” or “The 

Chrysanthemum.” 
 

Circle the titles that sound like rags: 

Peacherine Rag 

Rag in G Major 

A Breeze from Alabama 

 

Listen to one of Joplin’s most famous rags, 
“The Entertainer.” Can you hear the ragged 

melody and the steady bass pattern? 


